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June 9, 2025
Regular Council Meeting 7:00pm  
Van Meter United Methodist Church  
Fellowship Hall

Third Reading of An Ordinance Amending Chapter 92
Water Rates of the Code of Ordinances
Third Reading of An Ordinance Amending Chapter 99
Sewer Service Charges of the Code of Ordinances
Second Reading of An Ordinance Amending Chapter 106
Collection of Solid Waste of the Code of Ordinances
Public Hearing - FY25 Budget Amendment #2
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Letter from the
Mayor’s Desk

June 23, 2025
Workshop Council Meeting 5:30PM
Van Meter Community School
Tentatively Scheduled in the East Dining Hall

Planning & Zoning Workshop presented by 
       Iowa State Extension 

I want to take this opportunity to share some exciting updates on important projects
underway in Van Meter. These efforts reflect our continued commitment to improving
infrastructure and the quality of  life in our community.
Cemetery Road Improvements:
Work is completed on the Cemetery Road improvement project. These enhancements will
provide safer, smoother access and reflect the respect we have for this vital part of  our
community.
Water Main Replacement – Phase One:
We’ve launched Phase One of  our water main replacement project. This is a critical step
in strengthening our city’s infrastructure, ensuring long-term reliability and water quality for
our residents.
Arlington Avenue Street and Storm Sewer Project:
The full street replacement on Arlington Avenue is now underway, including the addition of
a much-needed storm sewer system. This project will significantly improve drainage and
road conditions in the area.
New Municipal Building Design:
Design is actively progressing on our new municipal building, which will house the Van
Meter Public Library, Police Department, and Fire Station. This central facility will not only
improve services but also serve as a cornerstone for our growing community. I invite you
to learn more about this exciting project by visiting with us at the Invision Architect tent at
Raccoon River Days. We value your input and look forward to hearing your feedback and
suggestions.
Water Treatment Plant Design:
Design work also continues on our future water treatment plant. This project is vital to
securing high-quality water for generations to come.

Serving as your Mayor has been an incredible experience. I am proud of  the progress we
are making and remain focused on enhancing the quality of  life for all who call Van Meter
home.

Thank you for your continued support. Joe Herman



Art in the Park @ Johnson Park - a collaboration with Van Meter Public Library
Saturday      June 14, 2025     June 28, 2025     July 12, 2025      July 26, 2025

Concert on the Corner @ Memorial Park 
Sunday         June 22, 2025        July 20, 2025        August 17,2025

June 7       June 14       June 28       July 12       July 19       July 26       August 9       August 23

June 2025

Yoga in the Park - Saturday Mornings

Police Officer Andrew Cooper has been proudly serving our community since March of 2023. He is dedicated to
protecting and serving our small town. You may have also noticed Officer Cooper driving around in a new police
vehicle. It was time for an upgrade, with the old Ford Explorer being retired to the Van Meter Fire Department for use
as an EMS Response Vehicle, and the Police Department was very excited about the opportunity to acquire a 2024
F-150 for the Department! Officer Cooper spends a lot of his time on duty patrolling, but he also is 

Arlington Ave Construction
Construction started in May 2025. It is estimated to be completed in late Summer of  2025. The end goal is
the improvement of  Arlington Ave through resurfacing of  the street, replacement of  curbs and gutters,
installation of  stormwater, and replacement of  intakes. This project was funded through revenue generated
by the State of  Iowa’s Road Use Tax fund as allocated to the City of  Van Meter and the Series 2021 bond
proceeds. Arlington Ave is currently closed with limited availability to sidewalks as well. 

responsible for much more including paperwork & report writing, following up with court hearings,
and more. He dedicates a lot of his time to serving the City, including sacrificing many weekends,
holidays, and his nights to patrol our town and keep us safe. In addition to his work for the Police
Department, he is also a member of the Van Meter Volunteer Fire Department.  He was also the
mastermind behind bringing National Night Out to Van Meter. Be sure to keep an eye out for this
year’s event on Tuesday, August 5, 2025. Thank you Officer Cooper for all that you do for our City
and all that you contribute to the police department! We truly appreciate you and all that you do.

Phase one of the water main project began in April of 2025. The estimated completion date is in Fall of 2025.
This project includes installation of over three thousand (3,000) linear feet of 8-inch water main along Van Buren
Drive, Hazel Street, De Soto Road, Feller Curve and a small portion of Arlington Avenue. This project is funded
by Series 2021 bond proceeds. The installation includes directional boring and open cut, hydrants, valves, water
service line transfers, surface restoration, seeding, removal of  existing hydrants, abandonment of  existing water
main, surface, restoration, seeding and miscellaneous associated work, including cleanup. There are no
planned complete road closures at this time. The plans include temporary closures of  one lane of  traffic at a
time.

Water Main Replacement Phase 1



Solicitor and Peddler’s Permits

Street Use and Maintenance Reminders
Chapter 135 - Street Use & Maintenance of  the Van Meter Code of  Ordinances determines street use and
maintenance.
The following are reminders from this code:

It is unlawful to throw or deposit any glass, nails, tacks, trash, leaves, grass or anything else that may be
washed into the storm sewer or injure another person, animal, or vehicle.
It is unlawful to drive on any street or alley that is temporarily closed or barricaded. 
Burning on a street, in the city right-of-way, or in the alley is prohibited.
Property owners are responsible for maintaining the city right-of-way abutting their property.

June 2025

Mark your calendars! Summer
officially begins on June 21st.

To the Parks and Rec Board for
all of  their hard work preparing
for the annual plant sale! It was
another successful year. They
volunteered a lot of  their time to
ensure the annual plant sale ran
smoothly.

Reminder - any solicitors or peddlers are  
required to have an approved permit issued by
the City of  Van Meter before going door-to-door
within city limits. You are allowed to ask them to
show their permit or call City Hall to check if
there is an issued permit. 

Dense growth of  all weeds, vines, brush or other
vegetation in the City can constitute a health, safety, or fire
hazard. Unless a variance is allowed by resolution of  the
Council pursuant to Section 53.06, weeds, brush, or other
uncultivated plants, except trees, shall be cut, mowed, and
maintained so as to not exceed the heights set forth
specifically in this chapter. Once the vegetation has
reached the height of  10 inches to 24 inches, the City will
arrange to mow the property at the property owner’s
expense. Property used and taxed as agricultural is
exempt from this chapter’s height and mowing
requirements.

City of  Van Meter Code of  Ordinances - Chapter 53 -
Weeds and Brush

Weeds and Brush

Questions,
comments,
concerns?

The City of Van Meter’s website
allows citizens to submit inquiries
through the ‘Contact Us’ tab and
complaints through the
‘Complaints’ tab. For any
questions, comments, or
concerns, please do not hesitate
to reach out!

Complaints

https://www.vanmeteria.gov/city/complaints/
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/vanmeteria/latest/vanmeter_ia/0-0-0-2922
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/vanmeteria/latest/vanmeter_ia/0-0-0-5958#JD_53.02
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/vanmeteria/latest/vanmeter_ia/0-0-0-5958#JD_53.02
https://www.vanmeteria.gov/city/complaints/


Summer‌Summer‌

Reading‌
Reading‌

June 2025

Registration for Summer Reading
began on May 16 ! Program is 8
weeks, from May 31st-July 26th.

Multiple prizes are available to win,
determined by how many minutes

are spent reading. 

th

June‌June‌
Events‌Events‌

July‌July‌
Events‌Events‌

June 2: Mini-Comics - 1pm
June 7: RRD & Book Sale 

10am-3pm

Color Mixing- Choosing a book by its color - 6pm
June 14: Art in the Park - 10am

June 16: Storytime @ Brenton Arboretum - 10am

June 10: Adult Program 

June 17: Darrin Crow Storyteller - 10am
June 19: Adult Program - Mixology Class - 6pm

June 20: Do Art Comic Workshop - 10am
June 23-28: Tiny Art Show

June 24: Diamond Painting - 1pm
June 28: Art in the Park - 10am

July 8: Adult Program - Puzzle
Competition - 6pm

July 10: Clay Creations - 10am
July 11: Zoo to You Program - 10am

July 12:Art in the Park - 10am
July 15:Dallas County Conservation - 1pm

July 18:Mural Painting - 10am
July 21:Minecraft Slime - 1pm

July 24: Adult Program- Candle Making - 6pm
July 25: Brenton Arboretum - 2pm

July 26: Art in the Park - 10am



When: June 7th, 2025
Where: Van Meter School Pond
Time: 9:00am-11:00am
Open to all children ages 9 to 13
Limited spots available
To register, email Brandon Carter at
BrandonLCarter81@gmail.com

Van Meter Wrestling Camp
Location: Van Meter High School - North Gym

520 1  Ave, Van Meter, IA 50261st

Open to boys & girls from all communities

Dates: June 24-25, 2025

Cost: $60 (covers both days)

Beginners (Less than 3 years of experience): 10:00am-
12:00pm

Advanced Wrestlers: 1:00pm-3:00pm
Special Guest Clinician: Isaiah Luellen

2024 NAIA All-American
5x NAIA All-American
Career Record: 109 Wins
Wrestled for Grand View 

University, a 12-time NAIA 
National Champion Program
Register here: 
Youth Wrestling Camp - REGISTER HERE

June 2025

First Annual Brothers and
Bobbers Fishing Event

Adel Masonic 
Lodge #80

Your Name HERE

Your Name HERE

Your Name HERE

Your Name HERE

2025 City/School Election 
 Tuesday, November 4, 2025

There will be 3 City Council seats on the upcoming City/School Election ballot. Each vacancy
will be for a 4 year term. If  you are interested in running for City Council, please see the
information listed below or contact City Hall at 515-996-2644 or info@vanmeteria.gov. 

There will be 3 School Board seats on the upcoming City/School Election ballot. Each vacancy will
be for a 4 year term. If  you are interested in running for School Board, please see the information
listed above or contact the School at 515-996-2221 or shonna.trudo@vmbulldogs.com. 

The candidate filing period begins Monday, August 25, 2025, and ends Thursday, September 18,
2025, at 5 pm.
The signature minimum requirements for this election: 10 for City Council ---- 29 for School Board

The Dallas County Auditor’s office will serve as the filing officer for receiving nomination papers for elective
city offices in the upcoming City Election. Please advise candidate’s to submit paperwork to the Dallas County
Auditor’s office located at 210 N 10  St, Adel IA 50003th

Saturday, June 21, 2025
Dinner at 5:30 

Nachos
Suggested Donation $8

BINGO at 7:00
JACKPOT: $900

https://vanmeterwrestling.sportngin.com/register/form/837538718
mailto:shonna.trudo@vmbulldogs.com


The City’s original online portal was disabled in late 2024 and was replaced with a new utility account
portal. The user access information did not carry over from portal to portal. 

If you previously had online access or you would like to set up online access, the steps below detail
how to create a user account in the new portal. Account holders are NOT required to set up online
access.  Please contact info@vanmeteria.gov with questions. 

Online Bill Pay 

Step 1: Go to
https://vanmeteria.frontdeskgworks.com/
and click “Create New”

How to Create a Public User Account in the new Utility Portal

Step 2: Select YES to “Are you already
receiving utility bills from us?”

Step 3: Enter your account number &
utility service address

Step 4: Confirm your account number &
utility service address

Step 5: Enter your name, email address,
cell phone & set password
You must check       the acknowledgement
box to proceed. 

Step 6: Select “Create Account”

Step 7: After clicking “Create Account”,
you will receive an email from FrontDesk
to confirm your email. Upon confirmation,
you can log in. 
The confirmation email does time out
within 30 minutes.


