
July 14, 2025 - Regular Council Meeting 7pm
Public Hearing regarding a potential General Obligation
Bond to fund the Municipal Building Project
Public Hearing regarding Collection of Solid Waste
Rates
Consideration of a Proposal for updates to the City’s
Welcome Sign
Consideration of a Proposal for updates to City Hall
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July 28, 2025 - Workshop 6:15pm
Succession Planning - Staff & Elected Officials

Master Parks & Trails Update
The City of Van Meter is developing a Parks System Plan to guide future
planning and improvements to the parks and trails system. The City of
Van Meter has partnered with Bolton & Menk to assist in the process.
Over the course of the next few months, we’ll be developing a parks
master plan document for the community.

A parks master plan is a policy document that helps guide future
decision-making for a community’s network of parks, trails, and open
spaces. It includes recommendations based on public engagement
findings and a needs assessment process and aims to identify and align
resources to effectively plan and make improvements over the next 10
years.

Online Survey
We need your input! Click the link or QR code below to complete a
survey on the Van Meter park system. Your input will be utilized to guide
the future of the Van Meter parks, trails, open spaces, and amenities. 

The City has received a substantial
amount of  grant funding for the first phase
of  the Master Trails Plan. A variety of
activities have taken place over the last
year including an environmental impact
study, endangered species study and
archeological study. The current schedule
calls for a bid opening in October. Check
out the project update page on the City’s
website for more information!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/vanmeterparks
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Summer Park & Rec Sponsored EventsSummer Park & Rec Sponsored Events
Art in the Park @ Johnson Park - a collaboration with Van Meter Public Library @ 10:00am

Saturday      July 12, 2025      July 26, 2025

Concert on the Corner @ Memorial Park - 5:00pm
Sunday        July 20, 2025        August 17,2025

July 12       July 19       July 26       August 9       August 23

Yoga in the Park - Saturday Mornings @ 8:30am - Legion Shelter



Utility Rate Changes 
WATER 

Effective July 1, the residential (inside the City of Van Meter) water rate will increase to $28.44 for the first 2,000
gallons used per month and $6.48 per 1,000 gallons over 2,000 gallons. The non- resident (outside the City of
Van Meter) water rate will increase to $94.94 for the first 2,000 gallons used per month and $21.66 per 1,000
gallons over 2,000 gallons. 

SEWER 
Effective July 1, the residential (inside the City of Van Meter) sewer rate will increase to $28.12 for the first 2,000
gallons used per month and $8.26 per 1,000 gallons over 2,000 gallons. The non- resident (outside the City of
Van Meter) sewer rate will increase to $89.55 for the first 2,000 gallons used per month and $26.31 per 1,000
gallons over 2,000 gallons. 

THE RATE INCREASES WILL NOT REFLECT ON YOUR BILL UNTIL AUGUST 2025. 

The candidate filing period begins Monday, August 25, 2025, and ends Thursday,
September 18, 2025, at 5 pm.
The signature minimum requirements for this election: 10 for City Council ---- 29
for School Board
The Dallas County Auditor’s office will serve as the filing officer for receiving
nomination papers for elective city offices in the upcoming City Election. Please
advise candidate’s to submit paperwork to the Dallas County Auditor’s office
located at 210 N 10  St, Adel IA 50003th

July 2025

Please keep in mind that it is fireworks season. The City of Van Meter follows the Iowa State law regarding the times, dates
and locations fireworks can be discharged. We require that anyone under 18 years of age be supervised by an adult. The
general rules are as follows:
General dates and hours: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. from June 1 to July 8 and from Dec. 10 through Jan. 3
Special July 4th hours: 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on July 4th and the preceding and post Saturday and Sunday

Private Property: You’re only authorized to shoot fireworks on your property or on the property of someone who says it’s okay
to shoot on their land.
Please contact Dallas County Dispatch if you have an issue at 515-993-4567. Please keep in mind that if the fireworks are
being properly used between the dates and times listed, the Van Meter Police Department can not take action on them being
used.

2024 WATER QUALITY REPORT FOR
VAN METER MUNICIPAL WATER WORK

This report contains important information regarding the water quality in our water system. The source of our water is
groundwater.   Our water quality testing shows the following results:

2025 City/School Election - Tuesday, November 4, 2025
There will be 3 City Council seats on the upcoming City/School Election ballot. Each
vacancy will be for a 4 year term. If  you are interested in running for City Council, please
see the information listed below or contact City Hall at 515-996-2644 or
info@vanmeteria.gov. 

There will be 3 School Board seats on the upcoming City/School Election ballot. Each vacancy
will be for a 4 year term. If  you are interested in running for School Board, please see the
information listed above or contact the School at 515-996-2221 or
shonna.trudo@vmbulldogs.com. 

A city may impose a hotel/motel tax at a rate not to exceed 7
percent after a successful election of  a simple majority vote
within the city. The hotel/motel tax is imposed on the gross
receipts from rented sleeping rooms, apartments or sleeping
quarters in any hotel, motel, inn, public lodging house, rooming
house, tourist court, bed-and-breakfast, short-term rental or in
any place where sleeping accommodations are furnished to
transient guests.  The actual amount collected is distributed to
the city monthly by the Iowa Department of  Revenue & at least
50% of  the revenue must be utilized for Parks & Recreation
improvements, programming, etc. While Van Meter does not
have any hotels or motels nor are there any future plans for
either, there have been a handful of  short-term rentals that exist
within city limits. The proposed hotel/motel tax DOES NOT
impact property tax rates and will NOT impact tax rates for the
residents of  Van Meter. 

What is a Hotel/Motel Tax? 

mailto:shonna.trudo@vmbulldogs.com


Note: Contaminants with dates indicate results from the most recent testing done in accordance with regulations.

DEFINITIONS

• Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) – The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the
best available treatment technology.
• Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) -- The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a
margin of safety.
• ppb -- parts per billion.
• ppm -- parts per million.
• pCi/L – picocuries per liter
• N/A – Not applicable
• ND -- Not detected
• RAA – Running Annual Average
• Treatment Technique (TT) – A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.
• Action Level (AL) – The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.
• Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do
not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.
• Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is convincing evidence that addition of a
disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
• SGL – Single Sample Result
• RTCR – Revised Total Coliform Rule
• NTU – Nephelometric Turbidity Units

GENERAL INFORMATION

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water posed a health risk.  More information about contaminants or potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to
lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from
materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing.  VAN METER MUNICIPAL WATER WORKS is responsible for providing high quality
drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the
potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water,
you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

This water supply obtains its water from the sand and gravel of the Alluvial aquifer.  The Alluvial aquifer was determined to be highly susceptible to contamination
because the characteristics of the aquifer and overlying materials provide little protection from contamination at the land surface.  The Alluvial wells will be highly
susceptible to surface contaminants such as leaking underground storage tanks, contaminant spills, and excess fertilizer application.  A detailed evaluation of your
source water was completed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, and is available from the Water Operator at 515-996-2644.

CONTACT INFORMATION

For questions regarding this information or how you can get involved in decisions regarding the water system, please contact VAN METER MUNICIPAL WATER
WORKS at 515-996-2644 opt 4.

Decisions are made at the city council meetings held on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Van Meter United Methodist Church located at 100 Hazel
Street, Van Meter, IA 50261 and are open to the public.
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FAN FEST 2025 - FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 2025
ALL proceeds raised through this event will support Van Meter Student Athletes! We also love
new members in the Van Meter Athletic Booster Club! Become a member by visiting this link: 
https://vmbulldogs.revtrak.net/athletic-boosters/#/list

4:30pm - High School Football Scrimmage
5:00pm - Introduction of Cross Country Team
5:00pm - High School Volleyball Scrimmage
6:15pm - Parade of Athletes (grades 7-12)

VAN METER SCHOOL VAN METER BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS
6:00-10:00pm - Fan Fest
6:00-9:00pm - Silent Auction
6:30pm-9:30pm - Food Trucks
6:00pm-10:00pm - DJ Select 

Entertainment

https://vmbulldogs.revtrak.net/athletic-boosters/#/list


A huge                                   to all who sponsored, volunteered, attended and
were a part of Raccoon River Days 2025.  A record number of attendees
participated in the event, held in a new location at the Van Meter Rec
Complex! Our Grand Marshal, Rick Roberts, lead the incredible parade. The
1  Annual Kickball Tournament was a success! The ever popular Bags
Tournament had the most teams ever to participate! Chicken Poop Bingo was
a hit! The live music was great! The Kids Activities including inflatables & A
BUCKING BULL were a huge hit! The Community Meal was a success! Of
course, the fireworks were incredible!

st

This day happens only with the volunteers who put in the time and talent to
make it a success.  We are always looking for more help - many hands make
light work.  Please complete the survey by scanning the QR code or clicking
HERE!
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Family

Summer 
Concert 

Fest
Post 403 - VRC

Where: Van Meter American Legion 
              Post 403 Lounge & Patio
              910 Main St, Van Meter, IA 50261

What: Live Music, Food (Burgers, Hot
Dogs, Sides) & Drinks (Bar will be open)

When: Food & Bar - 5:30pm
            Live Music - 7:00pm

Who: Friday, July 11 - Corey Jamison
          Friday, July 18 - Exit 113
          Friday, July 25 - Liv McNair

Saturday
July 19, 2025
Dinner at 5:30

BINGO at 7:00

Sub Sandwiches 
& Chips

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTjRsDDt0zh5s-RaZ6is-3o8KiI9XIHYrTvmo5zKEoYAMuqw/viewform


The City’s original online portal was disabled in late 2024 and was replaced with a new utility account
portal. The user access information did not carry over from portal to portal. 

If you previously had online access or you would like to set up online access, the steps below detail
how to create a user account in the new portal. Account holders are NOT required to set up online
access.  Please contact info@vanmeteria.gov with questions. 

Online Bill Pay 

Step 1: Go to
https://vanmeteria.frontdeskgworks.com/
and click “Create New”

How to Create a Public User Account in the new Utility Portal

Step 2: Select YES to “Are you already
receiving utility bills from us?”

Step 3: Enter your account number &
utility service address

Step 4: Confirm your account number &
utility service address

Step 5: Enter your name, email address,
cell phone & set password
You must check       the acknowledgement
box to proceed. 

Step 6: Select “Create Account”

Step 7: After clicking “Create Account”,
you will receive an email from FrontDesk
to confirm your email. Upon confirmation,
you can log in. 
The confirmation email does time out
within 30 minutes.


