
April 28, 2025
Council Workshop 6:15pm   
Van Meter United Methodist Church  
Fellowship Hall

Proposed Zoning Changes

MEETING SCHEDULE APRIL
GARBAGE &
RECYCLING
SCHEDULE

April 14, 2025
Regular Council Meeting 7:00pm  
Van Meter United Methodist Church  
Fellowship Hall

FY26 Budget Adoption Hearing 
Chapter 164 Vacant Buildings (expanding the code to include
residential property & vacant lots in addition to commercial
and industrial properties) 
Chapter 90 Water Service System (adding a temporary
vacancy – “Snow Bird” – water shut off policy) 
First Reading of an Amendment to Chapter 92 Water Rates
(increasing water connection fees and a one time 5% water
rate increase)
First Reading of an Amendment to Chapter 99 Sewer Service
Charges (a one time 5% sewer rate increase) 
Chapter 96 Building Sewers and Connections (increasing
sewer connection fees) 
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Memorial Park, also known as the Pocket Park, is the newest park
addition to the City of Van Meter. Planning for Memorial Park began in
2021 and the park officially opened to the public in 2022. The park is
maintained by the City’s Public Works staff. Memorial Park was designed
for family friendly activities as well as having open space for community
activities. With the weather warming up, it is a perfect time to visit our
local parks! Memorial Park is one of the four local parks that are great to
visit.
Last year, the first Concert on the Corner was hosted at Memorial Park
with plans for hosting another this summer. The Parks & Rec Board also
sets up the annual Beggar’s Night event at the Memorial Park. With the
Memorial Park being located down town and having plenty of open space,
it is a perfect place for outdoor community events. 

APR



Spring seems the perfect time to spotlight our Parks and Rec Director, Sam Chia. Sam has been
working on scheduling for the Spring soccer, softball, and baseball season, ordering snacks and
drinks for the concessions, and organizing all the recreational sport teams.  Sam organizes jersey
orders, concession items, referees, teams, oversees the concession part time employees and
seasonal help, and so much more.  Sam coordinates youth sport registrations for youth basketball,
Spring soccer, youth little league and youth softball. Recreation activities keep him busy year round!
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Permits are required for the following:
New buildings or homes
Additions (bedrooms, bathrooms, family rooms, etc.)
Residential work (decks, garages, kitchens,
fireplaces, pools, etc.)
Renovations (garage conversions, kitchen
expansions, etc.)
Electrical systems or replacement

This includes all work outside of an electrical
panel & inside the panel

Demolition of a building/structure

A building permit gives you legal permission to start construction of a building
project in accordance with approved drawings and specifications and is required by
City Code. 

BUILDING
PERMIT

REMINDERS
Plumbing systems or replacement

This includes new installation or replacement of
existing plumbing equipment including water heaters
& supply, drain, and vent lines. Fixtures such as
toilets, faucets, and shower heads do not require a
permit as long as the work being completed does not
interfere with the existing valve; if a new valve is to
be installed, a permit will need to be obtained and
test shall be completed.

HVAC (heating, ventilating and air-conditioning) systems
or replacement

Earth Day always falls on April 22. On Earth Day, enjoy the tonic of fresh air,
contact with the soil, and companionship with nature! Check out one of the City’s
walking trails in search of emerging wildflowers and green moss. Go outside, no
matter what the weather brings! Keep in mind reduce, reuse, recycle and help
care for our planet. Events are held worldwide to demonstrate support for
environmental protection. It was first celebrated in 1970, and is now coordinated
globally by the Earth Day Network, and is celebrated in more than 192 countries
each year. Happy 55th annual Earth Day!

He has also been busy looking into options for grant funding for park
improvements, setting up the Master Parks Plan, continuing activities on the
Master Trails Plan and starting planning activities for the City’s, next park
located in Grand Ridge Estates. Sam continues to look for opportunities to
continue his education and recently attended the Iowa Parks and Recreation
Association Annual Conference as well as a grant writing workshop. All of that
hard work has paid off as Sam has successfully received over $25,000 in
grants for parks & trails on behalf of the City during his first year of
employment. We appreciate all the work Sam puts into Parks and Recreation
and his commitment to keeping it running smoothly.

BUILDING 
PERMIT FAQS

Can I start work without an approved building permit? NO.
Do I need a building permit to install a pool? MAYBE.
Do I need a permit to place a shed on my property? YES.

If you find yourself asking these questions or others, visit https://www.vanmeteria.gov/city/city-
documents/building-information/, send an email to permits@vanmeteria.gov, call City Hall at (515) 996-2644
opt #1 or reach out to the Building Inspectors directly at (515) 850-2980. There are several rules and
regulations regarding building and property code. It’s always better to ask prior to starting a project. 

Do I need a permit to replace a window? MAYBE.
Do I need a permit to build a deck? YES.
Do I need a permit to replace a driveway? MAYBE.



WHAT: Annual Easter Egg Hunt
WHEN: Saturday, April 19, 2025 @ 10:30am
WHERE: Johnson Park 
WHO: Children ages 10 and under

Art in the Park @ Johnson Park - a collaboration with Van Meter Public Library
Saturday      June 14, 2025     June 28, 2025     July 12, 2025      July 26, 2025

Concert on the Corner @ Memorial Park 
Sunday         June 22, 2025        July 20, 2025        August 17,2025

June 7       June 14       June 28       July 12       July 19       July 26       August 9       August 23

Please Pick up After Your Pets
Did you know it's a violation of City
Code to not pick up after your dog if they
leave their mess in your neighbor's
yard? Please remember to be courteous
of your neighbors and bring a bag on
your next walk.

Warmer weather is here.
Kids are playing outside. 

Please keep an eye out
as you approach stop
signs and crosswalks. 
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ANNUALPLANT
SALE

SATURDAY
MAY 10, 2025

Contact
info@vanmeteria.gov to
reserve a 10'x10' spot
to host YOUR SALE!

Reserve a spot in the
parking lot/grass lot of

601 Main Street! 
Open to all!

Interested in being a baseball or softball ref? What about working in the
concession stands? Refs are paid per game and help keep our little league
teams running smoothly! Concession stand workers are paid hourly. Parks and
Rec is looking for a few more individuals to help with the 2025 Little League
season!

Contact Sam Chia at schia@vanmeteria.gov or 515-480-9225 if you are
interested or for more information.

Yoga in the Park - Saturday Mornings

Yard Waste Collection will
begin on Thursday, April 10,
2025 and will continue
through November 28, 2025.
Yard Waste must be placed
on the curb no later than
6:00am on Thursday
mornings. 

SATURDAY MAY 10, 2025



Saturday
April 26, 2025

POST 403

Kids Eat Free
!

Dine In Only 

April 2025

BINGO starts at 7:00pm
JACKPOT: $800

FISH FRYFriday
APRIL 4
APRIL 11

Van Meter Post 403 
Veterans’ Reception Center

910 Main Street, Van Meter, IA 50261
Dinner Includes: Fish, French Fries, Coleslaw & Hush Puppies

Also Available: Macaroni & Cheese and Hot Dogs
DRIVE THRU and DINE IN Options  

Free Will Donation ~ 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Questions? Call: 515-996-9166 
Email: vrciowa@gmail.com



Name: ______________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: ________
Phone: ___________ Email: _____________________________

April 2025

 # of Flags at the listed address: 
_______ $50.00 per flag ___on R-16 North of F-90 - FFA

___on R-16 South of F-90

Flag Program
Flags of Van Meter
The Van Meter Community Development Corporation, the Van Meter FFA, and Van Meter Boy Scout Troop 120 would like to
invite the citizens of Van Meter to participate in our flag fundraiser for 2025! All funds raised will go towards building trails,
increasing connectivity around town, downtown revitalization, and to benefit the Van Meter FFA Chapter. We are actively seeking
two more groups to partner/profit share with for this fundraiser. We need help with putting flags up and taking them down each
holiday. It takes about two hours to set up and another hour for takedown. Depending on the number of flags we get this next
year, and how many volunteers you have, I would estimate your group could probably earn around $1200+. If you belong to a
group that could use some extra funds, please email us at vanmeterflag@gmail.com for more information. 
Included Holidays:
     Memorial Day                       Labor Day
     Flag Day                               Veterans Day
                        Independence Day
Registration: 
    1. Scan the QR code or visit www.vanmeterlife.com
to complete the registration & pay online. 
   2. Complete the registration form & mail payment to
VMCDC, PO BOX 155, Van Meter, IA 50261.

Program details:
 1. Full-year (5 flags) for $50.00.
 2. Volunteers will install, remove and store the flags.
During times when a flag is not displayed, a durable yard
insert will be placed in your yard that will be hidden from
view to keep the spot marked.
 3. Feel confident that your donation is tax-deductible
through The Van Meter Community Development
Corporation, a 501(c)3.

 # of Community Flags: 
_______ $50.00 per flag

___By the School - Boy Scouts
___Johnson Park

Community Flag Location Preference:

Thank you all for attending the Fat Tuesday celebration
at The United Methodist Church on March 4th. We had
a wonderful time, enjoying plenty of pancakes and
even more laughs during our annual large spatula
flipping contest, playing Mardi Gras bingo, and making
crafts. 

The freewill donations raised at the event are going
towards purchasing gift cards to support local families
in need. Thanks to the incredible generosity of our
community, we raised over $800 — we truly appreciate
your kindness!

If you were unable to attend but still wish to contribute,
Venmo donations will be accepted until April 7th. You
can send donations to:                 :VMChurch_Offering

Be sure to check out the church’s calendar
for other fun activities during this Lenten
season and beyond:  https://www.vmumc.org/

Hello Van Meter!  Now that spring break is done, we
wanted to let everyone know that planning for
Raccoon River Days is underway!  Please mark your
calendars for Friday June 6th & Saturday June 7th
for this year's celebration!

We are always looking for community input and if
you could help out for an hour or two during the day
on Saturday that would be a huge help to us and
make the event more enjoyable for everyone. For
questions or comments please reach out to us at
vmcd1877@gmail.com.

Join us for the parade, family fun events, meat
smoking competition, live music, fireworks and
more!



The City’s original online portal was disabled in late 2024 and was replaced with a new utility account
portal. The user access information did not carry over from portal to portal. 

If you previously had online access or you would like to set up online access, the steps below detail
how to create a user account in the new portal. Account holders are NOT required to set up online
access.  Please contact info@vanmeteria.gov with questions. 

Online Bill Pay 

Step 1: Go to
https://vanmeteria.frontdeskgworks.com/
and click “Create New”

How to Create a Public User Account in the new Utility Portal

Step 2: Select YES to “Are you already
receiving utility bills from us?”

Step 3: Enter your account number &
utility service address

Step 4: Confirm your account number &
utility service address

Step 5: Enter your name, email address,
cell phone & set password
You must check       the acknowledgement
box to proceed. 

Step 6: Select “Create Account”

Step 7: After clicking “Create Account”,
you will receive an email from FrontDesk
to confirm your email. Upon confirmation,
you can log in. 
The confirmation email does time out
within 30 minutes.


