
-NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING- 
Governmental Body: Van Meter City Council 

Date of Meeting:  Monday, March 28, 2022 
Time/Place of Meeting:  6:00 p.m. – 910 Main Street 

Date Posted:  March 25, 2022 

Meeting Agenda: 

1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Agenda
3. Closed Session- Statute 21.5(1)(c)
4. Action arising from closed session---potential action to ratify Settlement 

Agreement
5. Discussion and Possible Action regarding:

a. Residential TIF Policy
b. City Staff Pay
c. Water Hydrant Flushing
d. Permit Approval
e. Nuisance Abatement Procedure Ordinance

6. Discussion and Possible Action on Snow Removal Policy
7. Discussion and Possible Approval of the 28E Mutual Aid Agreement with De Soto
8. Discussion and Possible Action on Employment Offer for the position of Fire 

Chief
9. Adjournment
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310 Mill Street 
P.O. Box 160 
Van Meter, Iowa 50261-0160 

Telephone: 515-996-2644 
Fax: 515-996-2207 
www.vanmeteria.gov 

Policy Memo 

Snow Removal Policy 

Background: 

The City of Van Meter does not have a formal snow removal policy in place. It has been brought 
forward from Council for discussion that a snow removal policy be established. Through working 
with Pat Alexander, Department of Public Works Operator, the following policy was developed.  

Policy: 

The City of Van Meter will begin plowing major snow routes, including Mill, Elm, Main, Hazel, 
and R-16 as well as side streets at the snow depth guidelines of 2” with both trucks. These major 
snow routes are projected to be cleared in 2 hours after the event and 4 hours after the event for 
side streets. Dead ends and cul-de-sacs will be cleared after the major snow routes and side streets 
are completed and are projected to be cleared in 6 hours after the event. Alley ways are not cleared 
by the Public Works Department. 

Snow depth for plowing is used as a guideline and may not be adhered to for every winter 
snow event. The Public Works Director will have discretion based on weather and 
pavement conditions during each event. Salt brine use, as well as salt and sand placement 
and use, will be at the Public Works Director’s discretion. 

Please see the attached document for Public Works Department plan of action during snow 
removal. This policy is subject to change, based on City of Van Meter developments and growth. 

Policy adopted by Resolution 2022 - ____, on ________, ___ 2022. 

______________________________ 
Allan B. Adams, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Liz Thompson, City Clerk 



                                                                                     Snow Route 
Both Trucks                                                                                                                                                              

• Mill-Main, Main-Hazel, Hazel - De Soto RD, De Soto RD - Gravel and back                             
• Mill-Elm, Elm-Hazel, Turn Around Elm - East Across F-90 to Bulldog, back to Mills                 
• 4th AVE - Hazel, Hazel - F-90, Back to 4th AVE                                                                                   
• Van Buren - Feller Curve, Feller - Hazel and back                                                                              
• Arlington - Lakeview, Lakeview - Division to Johnson Park and back                                            
• Clean Dead Ends, Arlington, Lakeview, Park, Meyer Ct 
• Brookview - Pine Ct, Pine Ct back to Brookview - Bike Path-4th AVE                                             
• Elm - Wilson, Wilson - School, Back, Wilson - Grant, Grant - Pleasant, Back - Elm                     
• Elm - West, West - Grand, Grand - Pleasant, Back                                                                            
• Elm - Ellis, Ellis - Locust, Back - Elm, Ellis - 2nd AVE, 2nd AVE - Hazel, Back to Elm                         
• Progress - Hazel, Progress - Pleasant, Pleasant - Locust, Back - Hazel                                           
• Elm - Cross, Cross - Grant, Grant - Wilson, Back to Elm                                                                   
• Elm - Virginia, Virginia - Grant, Back to Elm                                                                                        
• Main - Legion, East - Elm                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                          
Public Works Operator Goes to Crestview 

• Kelsey – Bulldog, Bulldog – Richland Road, Back        
• Tracy – Katelyn, Katelyn – Winston Cir, Back                                                                              
• Long                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
Public Works Director clears: 

• Downtown, Wilson – Grant 
• Richland Cir, Cemetery and Rec Complex last 

 
Images of roads after plowing 
 

   



 







Resolution #2022-___ 

“A Resolution to Adopt Snow Removal Policy”  

Whereas, the City of Van Meter wishes to adopt policy outlining the process for establishing a snow removal 
process within corporate limits of the City of Van Meter, and 

Whereas, the City Administrator has developed a policy memo to address the process for establishing utility 
connections outside of the corporate limits of the City of Van Meter, now 

Therefore, be it resolved by the Van Meter City Council the policy memo entitled “Snow Removal Policy” is hereby 
adopted and in effect as of the date of this Resolution.  

 

Passed and approved this 28th Day of March 2022. 

 

____________________________ Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO.  
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A 28E AGREEMENT, ESTABLISHING MUTUAL AID 
LAW ENFORCMENT SERVICES BETWEEN T H E  C I T Y  O F  D E S O T O  A N D  
T H E  C I T Y  O F  V A N  M E T E R ,  I O W A  AND A UTH OR IZ ING L O C A L  
O F F I C I A L S   TO  PERFORM THEREUNDER. 

 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of DeSoto and the City of Van Meter 

to have a joint agreement for the purpose of providing mutual law enforcement services 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Councils find it in the best interest of the residents of DeSoto 

and Van Meter to have an agreement in place to provide m utu a l  a i d  l a w 
e n f o rcem en t  services to the citizens of both communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is now necessary to approve said agreements. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 

DeSoto, Iowa and the City of Van Meter, Iowa, that the aforementioned 28E Agreement 
is hereby approved. Further, the Mayor of each community is directed to execute the 
agreement on behalf of the city. 

 
Passed and approved this ________ day of ______________, 2020. 

 
 
________________________________       ________________________________ 
Mitch Crozier  , Mayor City of Desoto                      Allan Adams, Mayor City of Van Meter 

 
ATTEST: 

 

________________________________       ________________________________ 
Marcia Thomas, City Clerk                     Elizabeth Thompson, City Clerk 
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Agreement 
 
 

An agreement establishing mutual aid law enforcement services between the City of DeSoto, 

Iowa and the City of Van Meter, Iowa and authorizing local officials to perform there under. 

WHEREAS, the City of DeSoto and the City of Van Meter, Iowa are so located that it is to the 

advantage of each to extend aid to the others in respect to law enforcement services, and 

 
WHEREAS, it is recognized that the use of peace officers to perform police or peace officers' 

duties outside the territorial limits of the governmental unit where such personnel or officers are 

regularly employed may be desirable and imperative under certain circumstances to preserve and protect 

the public health, safety, welfare, and 

WHEREAS, the City of DeSoto and City of Van Meter hereafter referred to as governmental 

agencies, deem mutual law enforcement services to be in the best interests of the communities, and 



3 I 28E City of DeSoto & City of Van Meter, Iowa 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, the undersigned governmental agencies desire to participate under a mutual aid law 

enforcement service plan with said other governmental agencies according to the terms and conditions 

hereinafter set forth, and 

WHEREAS, said governmental agencies consider authority exists under Chapters 280 & 28E of 

the Iowa Code to enter into a mutual aid agreement to jointly perform the services hereafter 

enumerated: 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS AGREED between the City of DeSoto and the City of Van Meter to 

participate in a program of mutual aid law enforcement services under the provisions of Chapter 28E of 

the Code of Iowa, in accordance with the following terms and conditions: 

1. Authorization Each agency does hereby authorize and direct its police chief to enter a 

plan for automatic mutual aid for the purposes of all aspects of law enforcement services. 

Such plan shall include a mutually agreed upon schedule for law enforcement services that 

provides for the best law enforcement coverage of both communities based on staffing and 

duty needs.  The police chiefs are authorized and directed to work together on all aspects of 

law enforcement to include but not limited to investigations, training, public relations, special 

projects etc.   

2. Power  of Authority Peace officers/employees who shall be commanded by their superior 

authority to maintain the peace or perform police duties or act in a law enforcement capacity  

outside the territorial limits of the unit which regularly employs such officers/employees shall 

be under the direction and authority of the local commanding officer of the 

governmental agency to which they are called to perform duties and shall be personnel of 

such governmental agency for purposes of final authority. 
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Police officers who are called to perform such services (except as provided in paragraph 5 

hereof). They shall have all powers and authority of peace officers in such jurisdiction as 

provided by law, including the power of arrest and ability to enforce municipal codes. 

3. Compensation Mutual aid law enforcement services shall be rendered without charge  

to a member of this agreement; provided, however, that as a result of having furnished aid, 

should the assisting governmental agency be required to seek assistance from another non 

member governmental agency or authority, which imposes a charge for same, then in that 

event, the governmental agency originally seeking such aid shall reimburse the assisting 

governmental agency in an amount equal to the charge imposed upon the assisting 

governmental agency by the nonmember authority assisting it. 

4. Rules  and Regulations The police chiefs of the member governmental agencies to 

the agreement shall establish uniform rules and regulations for  giving and receiving aid, 

subject to the approval of the governing body of each member governmental agency. A 

copy thereof shall be filed with the clerk of each member governmental agency. The rules 

and regulations may be revised and amended from time to time by the police chiefs upon 

their unanimous agreement, subject to the approval of the governing body. Each revision 

or amendment shall be filed with the clerk of each member governmental agency to this 

agreement. 

5. Liability All wages and disability payments, pension and workmen's compensation claims 

and benefits, damage to equipment and clothing, and medical expense and all other claims 

and benefits in connection with duties outside the jurisdiction in accordance with terms of 

this agreement shall be the responsibility of the governmental agency regularly employing 

such peace officers/employees. 
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6. Effective Date of Agreement This agreement shall become effective between 

governmental agencies upon the date of passage and execution by the last governmental 

agency which is a party to this agreement. The clerk of each member shall furnish the 

other member agencies copies of the resolution approving the agreement and 

authorizing execution, and a signed copy of the agreement shall be furnished to each 

party to the agreement. 

7. Reservation to Recall The governmental agency herewith furnishing personnel and 

equipment to the other governmental agency or agencies  in accordance with the terms  of 

this agreement shall have the right to recall personnel and equipment while the same are 

in service with the governmental agency or agencies being assisted at any time the  

police chief or respective person commanding in their behalf determines that there is need 

for such personnel and equipment or part thereof, in the jurisdiction of the governmental 

agency furnishing the assistance. Upon notification of the police chief or of person 

commanding in their behalf, of the governmental agency being assisted, such police chief or 

commanding person shall release the personnel or equipment designated by the appropriate 

authority of the governmental agency furnishing the assistance either immediately or at such 

time designated by the authority of the governmental agency furnishing said assistance. The 

police chief or commanding person releasing such people and equipment shall order same to 

report at time and place designated by authority of the governmental agency requesting said 

release. 
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8. Termination  The agreement shall remain in full force and effect indefinitely until such 

time as a member governmental agency passes a resolution terminating this 

agreement, which  date of termination shall not be less than thirty  (30) days after the date of 
 

passage of such resolution.  

9. Financing    All financing will be handled by the individual agencies in the same manner for 

the respective expenditures for personnel and equipment as is now done independently, 

and no joint financing or manner of financing is necessary to be established by the terms 

of this agreement. 

11. Disposition of Property It is not required to set forth a method or methods to be 

employed for disposition of property upon partial or complete termination, as 

hereinbefore authorized, for authorized, for the reason that all property will continue to 

be under the respective jurisdiction of the governmental agency owning same. 

12. Filing. Recording and Approval this agreement shall be filed with the Secretary of 

State.  That further, each member governmental agency to this agreement shall be 

responsible to obtain such approval on its behalf as may be required under chapter 28E of 

the 2013 Iowa Code, as amended. 

 
NOW THEREFORE IT IS AGREED, between the City of DeSoto and the City of Van Meter, Iowa to 

participate in a program of mutual aid law enforcement under the provisions of Chapter 28E of the 

Code of Iowa, in accordance with the terms and conditions set in this document. 
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This agreement filed and dated by the respective parties as follows: 
 

Dated this day of   , 2020 
 
 

City of DeSoto 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
City of Van Meter 
 
 
 

 

 
Mayor 

 
 
 
 

 

 
City Clerk 

 



Resolution # 2022- "A Resolution Approving Personnel Transactions" 

WHEREAS, the City Administrator and Director of Public Safety recommends the following 

hires. NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Van Meter, 

Iowa that: 

Section 1. The Director of Public Safety/Chief of Police may appoint Mark Schmitt to fill the 
position of part-time fire chief at $25.00 per hour. 
 
Section 2. As Van Meter ordinances require residency of the fire chief the council hereby waives 
that requirement for Mark Schmitt understanding that Mr. Schmitt will still respond to calls for 
service and complete the functions required of the position. 

 

Section 3. All new hires are subject to a standard probationary period that shall be no less than 
ninety days but may be extended for a longer period as determined by the Director of Public 
Safety. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this Day of , 2022. 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Allan Adams, Mayor 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 

 
                               
Liz Thompson, City Clerk 



Resolution #2022-____ 

“A Resolution Approving a 28E Agreement for Mutual Assistance with City of De Soto” 

Whereas, the City of De Soto has created a 28E Agreement for Mutual Assistance for each communities 
respective jurisdictions, and  

Whereas, the Van Meter Public Safety Department wishes to participate in said 28E agreement, and  

Whereas, the Van Meter City Council supports the collaborative efforts to provide fire and EMS services, 
now 

Therefore, be it resolved by the Van Meter City Council the 28E Agreement for Mutual Assistance with 
the City of De Soto is approved. 

Be it further resolved that the Mayor, City Administrator and Director of Public Safety are authorized to 
execute said 28E agreement on behalf of the City of Van meter.  

 

Passed and approved this 11th day of April 2022 

 

____________________________ Mayor  

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ City Clerk 
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